1867.] Beraud, Atlas of Surgical and Topographical Anatomy. 519 

tion of the blood, cpistaxis, etc. 6th. Other diseases accidentally occurring, as 
peri-, endo-, and myo-carditis, tubercular affections, etc. Of these, the first two 
are by far the most frequent. 

Since the publication of the first edition, the observation of other cases has 
confirmed the author’s view that the generalization of Rokitansky, as to the 
incompatibility of tuberculous affections with cyanosis or a venous congestion 
of the blood was too hastily advanced. Undoubted cases of this coincidence 
arc recorded. 

The diagnosis of malformation is stated to present scarcely any difficulty, 
though the determination of the precise form is admitted to be no easy task. 
Reasoning from probabilities, however, and the comparative frequency of dif¬ 
ferent forms of malformation, an approximate diagnosis may be made. 

The treatment of these cases is of course such as general principles would 
suggest—careful protection from cold, rest, with such remedies as will secure 
this, and the best possible condition of all the function? of the economy may 
prolong life greatly where the slighter forms exi3t, while in the more serious 
forms resulting speedily in death, remedies can at best but alleviate the suffer¬ 
ings of the patient, while death is often a grateful termination to the scene of 
suffering. 

We have passed rapidly, and somewhat irregularly over the contents of this 
useful volume, endeavouring to make our notice, as far as possible, complemental 
to the more extended review of the first edition, to which allusion has been 
made. And where the same points have been dwelt upon at any length, it has 
been because we felt their importance demanded it. 

This book is a truly creditable one to the author, and we are persuaded that 
no one can fail to gain from its perusal a clearer knowledge of the physiology 
and pathology of the central organ of the circulation. The language is clear, 
and the cases of a class very difficult to render intelligibly, are well related, 
while the very excellent lithographs aid us greatly in their comprehension. We 
object, however, to the method employed to indicate the size of the cardiac 
orifices, natural or pathological, which is by measurements in circumference. 
We believe that to the majority of readers it becomes necessary, before a correct 
idea of size can be obtained, to go through with the mental operation of dividing 
the measurement by three, to get the approximate diameter, which appears to 
us the correct method of indication, W e entirely approve of the author’s prac¬ 
tice of giving measurements in French metres as well as in English inches, 
because it is only by constantly associating the two that we can learn to esti¬ 
mate the dimensions when the French system alone is used, as by continental 
writers. J. T. 


Art. XXYIII.— Atlas of Surgical and Topographical Anatomy. By B. J. 

Bkraud, Surgeon and Professor to the Maternity Hospital of Paris, etc. etc. 

Illustrated by oue hundred and nine plates, drawn from nature, by M. Bion; 

translated by Robert Thomas Hclue, M. R. C. S., England. 4to., 11 parts. 

London: H. Baillifcre, 1867. 

It was originally proposed to issue this magnificent Atlas in ten parts, but 
the addition by the French publishers of nine plates while the work was pass¬ 
ing through the press, rendered it necessary to extend the English edition like¬ 
wise, by furnishing an eleventh fasciculus, containing the supplementary matter. 
The first seven numbers of this book have already been noticed in this Journal 
(No. for October, 1866, page 519, and April, 1867, page 520), but we cannot 
permit the completion of the volume to pass without again inviting the atten¬ 
tion of our readers to its claims as the handsomest work on surgical anatomy 
yet published. We say “the handsomest" advisedly; for while admitting all 
that can be said as to its general accuracy and beauty of execution, we greatly 
doubt if it can be considered as practically useful as the less elegant work of 
Maclise. 
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The great merit of the plates in the latter volume is that they explain them¬ 
selves. so to speak, at a glance; whereas those in the work before us by their 
very brightness of colouring, their minuteness, anil their multiplication of refer¬ 
ences are often obscure, and occasionally almost incomprehensible. One plate 
in particular, No. XCV., illustrating the region of the knee, can, we tuink, 
be understood only, by most readers, after prolonged and careful study of the 
accompanying letter-press explanation. 

The plates, though sometimes not sufficiently clear, are, we think, generally 
accurate; we must make, however, an exception in the case of Plate LXXI., 
which professes to represent the uterus in its normal position in the pelvis; 
but which seems to us more adapted to illustrate an aggravated case of ante¬ 
flexion. 

One great merit in the volume before us is in presenting numerous illustra¬ 
tions of transverse sections of different parts of the body; these are particu¬ 
larly valuable as enabling the reader better to appreciate the relative depth 
below the surface of the various bloodvessels, nerves, etc., than could be done 
in any other way. 

The “ applications to pathology and operative surgery,” which accompany 
each plate, are not so satisfactory as we could desire; it is a matter of great 
difficulty not to introduce either too much or too little didactic surgery in a 
work on surgical anatomy, and our author seems to us to have occasionally 
erred on either side. We have not the French edition before us, and, therefore, 
cannot say positively whether the objectionable passages arc precisely the same 
in the original as in the translation. Certainly the following sentences give a 
very unsatisfactory and a not very correct view of two very important opera¬ 
tions : “ Disarticulation of the knee is not often employed, because some [s/c] 
surgeons prefer amputation of the thigh. In performing this operation it is 
not possible to obtain a flap except from the front of the knee, and then it only 
consists of skin, a circumstance which exposes it to gangrene. Resection of 
the knee is often performed in England, but seldom in France. It is easily 
performed by rescuing the articulation from its anterior surface, but the results 
of the operation are far from encouraging.” 

Surely this does not give all the information which we are entitled to expect 
from a work on surgical anatomy, which devotes twice as much space, on the 
same page, to an exposition of the author’s method of treating fractured 
patella. 

Again, in the “ application” of Plate LX., which gives a view of the super¬ 
ficial structures of the male perineum, wc are told that it is necessary after the 
operation of lithotomy to place •* a drainage tent in the wound, keeping at the 
same time the thighs partially open.” Now, without dwelling on the manifest 
incorrectness of this doctrine, wc must say that it seems to us superfluous in a 
work which does not profess to teach practical surgery. 

With regard to the mechanical execution of the work before us, the plates 
(which wc observe bear the French imprint, and are, doubtless, identical with 
those of the Paris edition) are, as we have before observed, almost perfect in 
design and colouring. The letter-press is printed in rather small type, anil in 
very long lines, which renders it inconvenient to read; and we regret to Ond 
that it contains a large number of misprints. 

We have pointed out deficiencies rather than excellences (which arc by no 
means wanting) in the“work of M. Bemud, because wc think that a production 
of so much splendour and real merit should be submitted to a more rigid exa¬ 
mination than would be required for one of inferior value. Moreover, there is 
a tendency at the present time (which is seen not only in the publishing com¬ 
munity) to substitute elegance and gorgeous colouring for simple accuracy and 
absolute correctness; and, although this may answer well enough for Christmas 
annuals and 11 editions de luxe," it should be carefully watched and guarded 
when it leaves the flowery fields of polite literature, anil enters the less showy 
but more useful domain of science and practical instruction. J. A., Jr. 



